May 22, 2022

Psalm 67

1O God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
2that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

> Let the peoples praise you, O God,;
let all the peoples praise you!
®The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, has blessed us.
"God has blessed us;
let all the ends of the earth fear God.

Revelation 21:10, 22- 22:5

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God,

22 But | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to
shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its

light. 2* And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light,
and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. ?° Its gates
shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 26 And
they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations

into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.



22 *And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of
its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no
more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and
His servants shall serve Him. # They shall see His face, and His

name shall be on their foreheads. ® There shall be no night there: They
need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them

light. And they shall reign forever and ever.

St. John 14: 23-29

23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and
make Our home with him. 2 He who does not love Me does not keep
My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s
who sent Me.

2% “These things I have spoken to you while being present with

you. 6 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance
all things that | said to you. 2’ Peace | leave with you, My peace | give
to you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid. 26 You have heard Me say to you, ‘I
am going away and coming back to you.” If you loved Me, you would
rejoice because | said, ‘I am going to the Father,” for My Father is
greater than 1.

29«And now | have told you before it comes, that when it does come to
pass, you may believe.

Aldersgate Day is celebrated on May 24 (or the Sunday closest) to
commemorate the day in May 1738 when John Wesley experienced
assurance of his salvation. John unwillingly attended worship at a
Moravian ‘Religious Society’ meeting on Aldersgate Street in London.
As he heard a reading from Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the
Romans, he felt his "heart strangely warmed." Wesley wrote in his
journal that at about 8:45 p.m. "while he was describing the change
which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, | felt my heart
strangely warmed. | felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation;
and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even
mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” Until then he had
known God in his mind, but not in his heart. Now he understood the
value of a personal experience of God that would bring assurance of
salvation to the believer.

Charles Wesley only a few days before had also had a conversion
experience in a building that still stands on an adjacent block (John
Bray's house on Little Britain). We do not know whether the building
where John Wesley's experience took place still exists, nor exactly in
which building on Aldersgate Street it may have been if it still stands.
A monument at the London Museum on Aldersgate Street marks
where some believe the building may have been.

Over time, Aldersgate Street has been shortened by common
Methodist usage to simply Aldersgate. The word has come to represent
both the place and John Wesley's experience.



