5So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written
by the prophet:

6‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler
Who will shepherd My people Israel.
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"Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men,
determined from them what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the
young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to
me, that | may come and worship Him also.” ® When they heard the
king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in
the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the
young Child was. 12 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceedingly great joy. 1" And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and
worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they
presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Then,
being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed for their own country another way.

Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition:

| am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, rank
me with whom thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let
me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or
brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have
all things, let me have nothing. | freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and | am thine.
So be it. And the covenant which | have made on earth, let it be
ratified in heaven. Amen

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine;
For your light has come!

And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you.
2For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth,
And deep darkness the people;

But the LorD will arise over you,

And His glory will be seen upon you.
3The Gentiles shall come to your light,

And kings to the brightness of your rising.
4“Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
They all gather together, they come to you;
Your sons shall come from afar,

And your daughters shall be nursed at your side.
5Then you shall see and become radiant,
And your heart shall swell with joy;
Because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you.

6 The multitude of camels shall cover your land,
The dromedaries of Midian and Ephah;

All those from Sheba shall come;

They shall bring gold and incense,

And they shall proclaim the praises of the LORD.



Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

To everything there is a season,

A time for every purpose under heaven:

2 A time to be born, And a time to die;

A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted;

3 A time to kill, And a time to heal;

A time to break down, And a time to build up;

4 A time to weep, And a time to laugh;

A time to mourn, And a time to dance;

5 A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones;
A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing;
6 A time to gain, And a time to lose;

A time to keep, And a time to throw away;

7 A time to tear, And a time to sew;

A time to keep silence, And a time to speak;

8 A time to love, And a time to hate;

A time of war, And a time of peace.

9What profit has the worker from that in which he labors? 10| have
seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be
occupied. " He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, He
has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the
work that God does from beginning to end. 12| know that

nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their
lives, 13and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the
good of all his labor—it is the gift of God.

Revelations 21:1-6

Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away. Also, there was no more

sea. 2Then |, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. 3And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying,

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with

them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.
There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away.”

5Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, | make all things
new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and
faithful.”

8 And He said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega,
the Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountain of the water of
life freely to him who thirsts.

St Matthew 2:1-12

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, Zsaying, “Where is He who has been born King of the
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to
worship Him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the
chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born.



